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the French capital, and if the Directory would receive him, he
promised not to leave his rooms except at night. He would
await their reply in Switzerland.1

By this time, however, the preparations for the expedition
were nearly ready. The command was entrusted to Hoche, one
of the most brilliant and chivalrous of the young generals of
"France. The recent pacification of La Vendee had given him a
reputation which was only surpassed by that which Buonaparte
was now gaining in Italy, and he adopted the Irish project with
a passionate eagerness. O'Connor did not go to Paris, but he
appears to have had an interview with Hoche, near the French
frontier.2 It was hoped that the expedition would be able to
sail, by September 1, from Brest,3 but many delays and disap-
pointments, which it is not here necessary to recount,4 retarded
it till midwinter. Shortly before it started, Tone learnt, with
much consternation, that John Keogh, Russell, Neilson, and
some others of the United Irishmen, on whose co-operation he
had counted, had been arrested for high treason, but there were
other rumours, which seemed to confirm his most sanguine hopes.
It was reported that, in the North, an explosion was daily ex-
pected, that a powder magazine at Belfast had been broken
open, that 15,000 arms had just been smuggled successfully
into Ireland, that an insurrection had actually broken out, that
the arsenal of Dublin had been seized. Tone was commis-
sioned to offer liberty to the prisoners of war, who were im-
prisoned near Brest, if they would serve on board the French
fleet; and while all the Scotch, and nearly all the English, re-
fused, the offer was accepted by fifty out of the sixty Irish. If
they were a fair sample of the Irish sailors in the British navy,
there was much to be hoped from disaffection in the fleet; but
Tone evidently did not count upon it, and he expressed his pri-

1  F.F.O.                                           commending the abandonment of the

2  Report of the Secret Committee     enterprise ; and the Directory at last
in 1798, p. 13.   It appears to have     resolved to act upon his advice; but
been at Basle.   (See Guillen, p. 171.)     their letter, ordering that abandon-

8 Le General de Grouchy et VIr-     ment, only arrived at Brest after the

lande, p. 43.                                          fleet had sailed.    (Ibid. pp. 65, 66.)

4 The Marquis   de  Grouchy has     See,  too,   on   the   details   of   this

shown, that Hoche himself was so     expedition, the recent work  of M.

disgusted with the inefficiency   and     Guillon, La France et I'Irlande gen-

delay of the naval department, that     dant la Revolution.
he wrote a letter on December 8, re-